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To View Video Click on Link: http://www.click2houston.com/investigates/17437222/detail.html
HOUSTON -- Local 2 Investigates uncovered a hidden danger lurking in dozens of homes and apartments: old meth labs shut down by law enforcement but never fully cleaned. 

Most of us would never think of moving into a home that was once a meth lab. Local 2 Investigates found people moving into these homes all over Houston and the surrounding counties -- they just don't know it. 

	"You'll see it in the million-dollar homes. You'll see it in the trailer parks as well," said Kirk Flippin, who owns Texas Decon, a company that specializes in crime scene cleanup and remediation. [image: image2.png]
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The production of methamphetamine produces toxic chemicals that linger long after a lab is shut down. 

"They are known carcinogens. They cause cancer. They make people sick," said Flippin. 

We found the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration posts a list of all homes and apartments that were once used as meth labs. One of the homes on that list is in north Harris County and is now owned by Cynthia Perez and her fiancé. 

"As soon as he said the word 'meth' I went from being completely asleep to like, 'What?,'" said Perez. 

This was the couple's first home. It had been renovated and looked like new, but until Local 2 Investigates showed up, no one told them about the house's past as a meth lab. When Local 2 Investigates contacted the man who sold the couple the home, he said he was also never told about the lab. He said he only bought the property as an investment. Local 2 was not able to find the original owner. 

"We did like the mold and other inspections that we had to do, but nobody sat there and told you, 'You know, you need to think about this,'" said Perez. "Being first time homeowners, we really didn't know what was going on. We barely knew the steps to take to begin with." 

Perez and her fiancé hired Flippin to test their home for traces of chemicals. The samples were sent to a lab in Washington state. 

"It's a health concern. It's not just a cosmetic thing that someone could come in here and take care of," said Perez. 

The couple was lucky in that the tests only showed trace amounts of chemicals and those findings were confined largely to the garage. 

Texas requires private sellers to disclose whether a meth lab once existed in a home. That disclosure, however, doesn't extend to rental properties or foreclosures. Texas also has no laws requiring a home to be remediated after a lab is shut down. 

When law enforcement shuts down a lab, officers remove all the evidence but are not required to scrub a house clean. Flippin said that is of particular concern since the chemicals from meth labs do not dissipate over time and need to be professionally removed. 

Flippin said since chemicals become embedded in walls, floors and air conditioning ducts, remodeling and repainting are not guarantees. 

"We tested one last week that was raided in 2005 and it still showed signs of contamination even after it had been remodeled and painted," said Flippin. "Texas is not protecting its citizens from this problem." 

One lawmaker is reacting to this problem. State Rep. David Leibowitz told Local 2 he plans to file a bill next session to tighten disclosure laws and possibly address the issue of clean up. 

When searching for a home or apartment, a good place to start is with the list posted by the DEA. However, that list only involves those labs raided by the DEA. It does not include all the labs raided by local law enforcement. Plus, Local 2 Investigates found at least one home on the list with the wrong address. Turns out it was the home across the street from the one that was listed. A correction was made after we brought it law enforcement's attention. 

The best way to be sure is to check with the local police or sheriff's department where you are buying or renting a home or apartment. 

To see the list of homes that were once meth labs, visit the DEA's Web site. 

If you have a news tip or question for KPRC Local 2 Investigates, drop them an e-mail or call their tipline at (713) 223-TIPS (8477). 

